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Economic History and Geography 

Streifziige durch das Nordamerikanische Wirtschaftsleben. By 

Dr. Ernst Schultze-Grossborstel. (Halle a S. : Ver- 

lag der Buchhandlung des Waisenhauses. 1910. Pp. 228. 
5 m.) 

The author has brought together in this volume twenty-two 
short articles on current economic problems, most of which have 
already been published in various German magazines. They com- 
prise such disconnected topics as sketches of Harriman and Hill, 
the development of our internal waterways, coal famine, land 
grabs, irrigation, wheat export, tramps, forestry, advertising, 
trusts, pure food, women's and children's labor, and bankruptcy. 
Of the author's acquaintance with American life and literature 
there seems to be little doubt ; he writes easily and familiarly of the 
subjects under discussion. But as the selection of topics and mode 
of treatment have apparently both been determined rather by the 
desire to interest a popular audience than to make a scientific con- 
tribution to the understanding of American economic life, the book 
savors more of the fifteen-cent magazines than of serious works. 

The author has depended for information indiscriminately upon 
the popular magazines and newspapers and upon official docu- 
ments. Thus, it is stated as an ordinary occurrence that coal 
costs $20 a ton in the interior of the country, and is often im- 
ported from Australia; New York City's population is stated to 
be one third that of Saxony (which has 4,500,000 inhabitants). 
But on the whole the author makes few slips. His position is uni- 
formly that of the social reformer, though he does not always 
recognize the difficulties of reform. In his demand for a greater 
utilization of the Mississippi River, for instance, he does not 
sufficiently take into account the difficulties of navigation, the lack 
of port and traffic facilities, and the hostility of the railways. 
The book will undoubtedly prove of interest to the audience for 
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which it was designed, but it can scarcely be regarded as an origi- 
nal contribution to the economic history of the United States. 

E. L. Bogaet. 
University of Illinois. 

The Public Domain and Democracy. By Robeet Tudoe Hill. 
(New York: The Columbia University Press. 1910. Pp. 
253.) 

This monograph is little else than a composite reflection of the 
characteristic works of Professors Turner, Giddings and Merriam 
in their respective fields of history, sociology and politics, in so 
far as they pertain to social institutions coincident with the oc- 
cupation of western America. As an interpretation of the 
United States census, Donaldson's Public Domain and recent 
official and semi-official reports concerning natural resources, in 
the light of the teachings of the above named men, Dr. Hill's work 
is of commendable interest and value. Many pages are devoted to 
a review of the context of the land laws, as detailed by Donaldson 
and Sato, and to an exemplification of the conflict between public 
policy and frontier individualism by the enumeration of alleged 
trespass upon the public domain and misappropriation of natural 
resources. But nowhere appears a statement of the proprietor- 
ship attributes of the public domain, of the theory of the settle- 
ment laws, or of the methods and motives of extra-legal approp- 
riation of public lands and circumvention of the spirit and intent 
of the statutes. Nor is there reference to the extraordinary in- 
stitutional aspects of irrigation and mining activities on the pub- 
lic domain and their relation to subsequent democratic ideals. 

Dr. Hill's own conception of "democracy" is evasive. De 
Tocqueville, Bryce, Merriam and Giddings are indiscriminately 
quoted in definition and with apparent approval. "Ideals of 
Democracy" are frequently alluded to in a casual manner, and 
the reader is informed that "democracy is a dynamic ideal" (p. 
128) ; but one seeks in vain for an exposition of the consecutive 
reconstruction or the evolutionary order of democratic ideals in 
America. 

Ralph H. Hess. 

University of Wisconsin. 

British Credit in the Last Napoleonic War. By Audeey Cun- 
ningham (B.A., Trinity College, Dublin; of Girton College, 



